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Background    
 
The Hardage-Criner Site is located on State Highway 122, 3/4 mile west of Criner, Oklahoma in McClain 
County, approximately 30 miles south-southwest of Oklahoma City. The Site covers approximately 160 
acres and is bordered by open farmland. The Site is 
bounded on the southwest by the North Criner Creek 
floodplain. North Criner Creek flows in a south-easterly 
direction past the Site, eventually discharging to the 
Canadian River. Runoff from the western side of the 
Site enters North Criner Creek and runoff from the 
eastern side drains into a series of three small farm 
ponds. 
 
Royal N. Hardage owned and operated an industrial 
hazardous waste land disposal facility at the Site from 
September 1972 to November 1980. Initially, the facility 
was permitted by the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health (OSDH).  In 1978, the State of Oklahoma filed 
complaints against the facility.  The Site was closed in 
November 1980 and Royal Hardage filed bankruptcy in 
1983. In 1984, potential responsible parties (PRPs) 
were notified of potential EPA CERCLA liability and the 
DOJ began legal action seeking to recover costs and 
impose an EPA CERCLA remedy. On June 25, 1986, 
the United States filed a suit for injunctive relief and 
recovery of response costs, against Royal Hardage 
and 35 arrangers and transporters. Most of these 
defendants and numerous other Site PRPs were 
organized into the Hardage Steering Committee (HSC). 
 
The Record of Decision (ROD) was signed in 
November 1986; however, EPA later withdrew the 
decision and issued a revised ROD in October 1989, but the Court disagreed, and the Judge ordered 
implementation of most of the provisions of the HSC remedial design plan. Therefore, the Site is under the 
continuing jurisdiction of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma (Court) and operates 
under a Court Ordered remedy, not an EPA CERCLA ROD. 
 
The population within a one-mile radius of the Site is approximately 20 persons. 
 
The principal source of contamination is estimated to be 278,000 cubic yards of sludges, waste drums, 
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highly contaminated soils, and waste liquids contained in three waste disposal areas near the center of the 
property. Hazardous substances detected in the source area include: 1,2-dichloroethane, 1,1,2-
trichloroethane, 1,1-dichloroethene, tetrachloroethene, trichloroethene, lead, chromium, poly-chlorinated 
biphenyls, and toxaphan  
 
The remedial objectives as described in the August 9, 1990 Judgment and Order included: control of the 
surface water pathway, preclusion of site access and direct contact with waste, control of air emissions 
from source areas,  preclusion of the use of affected groundwater, and provision for a contingent 
response to ensure continued maintenance of the quality of North Criner Creek. 
 
The Site itself is still owned by the Hardage family estate, but property usage is controlled by restrictive 
covenants. Public and private access and use are strictly controlled by HSC.   Surrounding the security 
fence, perimeter fencing runs along the border of approximately 333 acres of land within the institutional 
control boundary. The institutional control boundary includes other properties adjoining the Site, which a 
Court Order required the HSC to acquire; these properties are subject to restrictive covenants governing 
uses. Installation of a public water supply to area residents has removed most nearby residents from 
domestic well water use as water is supplied through underground piping by McClain County Rural Water 
District 7. 

 

Current Status    
 

 The Hardage Site Remedy is in the Operation and Maintenance Phase. 

 Reuse of the site would be complicated 
given the ongoing remedial activities and the 
waste still in place. 

 On behalf of EPA, the Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental Quality 
completed the Third Five Year Review on 
May 10, 2012.  All immediate threats at the 
Site have been addressed, and the Court 
selected remedy components are expected 
to remain protective of human health and 
the environment.   

 
 

 

 

 

Benefits    
  

 The initial actions taken by the PRPs to excavate or decontaminate soils and cap the source 
areas as described above have reduced the potential exposure of nearby residents to site wastes. 

 Additional protective activities include monitoring of attenuation in down-gradient wells, tracking 
the volume of contaminants recovered and incinerated, and tracking the volume of water 
recovered from trench and water wells. 
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National Priorities Listing (NPL) History    
 

 

NPL LISTING HISTORY 
Site HRS Score: 51.01 
Proposed Date:  10/81 

Final Date: 9/08/83 
NPL Update: No. 1 

 

Site Description    
 
Location: 3/4 mile west of Criner, Oklahoma, on Highway 122, 30 miles southwest of Oklahoma 

City, McClain County. 
Population: Approximately 20 within a 1-mile radius of the site. 
  Setting: Rural, agricultural area; nearest residence is at site boundary. 
Photos:  April  2007 
Hydrology: Bedrock is fractured shale/sandstone; fracturing contested by Potentially Responsible Parties 

(PRPs).  The Site is adjacent to (but not on) North Criner Creek floodplain.  The North Criner 
Creek alluvial aquifer is a source for drinking water remote downstream. 

 

Contacts    
 

 EPA Remedial Project Manager:   Michael A. Hebert, 214/665-8315 

 State Contact:     Hal Cantwell, (405) 271-7158. 

 EPA Community Involvement Coord.:  Michael A. Hebert, 214/665-8315 

 EPA Attorney:     Marvin Benton, 214/665-3190 

 EPA Region 6:  Public Liaison               Donn R. Walters, 214-665-6483, 1-800-533-3508  

 EPA State Coordinator:    Kathy Gibson, 214-665-7196 

 EPA Oversight Prime Contractor:  currently no “contract” oversight being conducted. 

 PRP's On-site Contractor (Operation & Maintenance):  Nationwide Environmental 

 

 
 

http://www.epa.gov/region6/6sf/oklahoma/hardage_criner/ok_hardage_criner_2007_photos.pdf

